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tion of hereditary aristocracy: the Social Register should be a
stud book. Logically, this would tend to create, within the
same country, a caste system: certain breeds," royalty, nobility,
gentry, yeomanry, could mate only within their own hermeti-
cally closed limits. When that great eugenic experiment has
been carried out with some degree of thoroughness, as in the
case of certain royal houses, the result has been manifest de-
generation. The British aristocracy has been saved from such
a fate because it has been constantly refreshed by new blood
from energetic men and handsome women. As a result, people
of the best "blood" in England are very far from Nordic radal
purity: brown eyes, for instance, are more frequent among
them than among commoners. In the exclusive Prussian aristoc-
racy were found the names of French Huguenot refugees.
There are physical elites, and intellectual elites, and it would
be well if, through eugenic measures, we favored their in-
crease 5 but they coincide neither with races nor with classes.

With hereditary physical traits should go, we must surmise,
intellectual and moral predispositions. "There are naturally
varieties of men, as there are of bulls and horses, some brave
and intelligent, others timid and stupid," says Taine in his
Introduction. But the terms of the problem are so complex
that so far we have not been able to trace the connection.
Brothers, with exactly the same heredity, often present the
widest discrepancies in ability. Jean Jacques Rousseau remains
a disturbing force to this day 5 Frangois Rousseau lived and
died in perfect obscurity. Of the Bonaparte brothers Napoleon
had demonic energy 5 Joseph was mediocre and easy-going j
Louis a hypochondriac; Jerome an amiable libertine. It is im-
possible to determine intelligence or virtue by skull measure-
ments or blood counts. The genes that correspond to greatness
as a lyric poet or as a dramatist have not been isolated* The
Jews, so universally considered as the best example of a
strongly characterized race, further bound together by their
religion, and by centuries of suffering, have produced the
Prophets, Ecclesiastes, Spinoza, Heinrich Heine, Jacques Offen-